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Details of the march and of the equipment of the troops
As so much depends upon the celerity of movement, and the distance over which we are to move is so short, the troops will leave everything except a single blanket rolled over their shoulders, and haversack with three (3) days' cooked rations and sixty (60) rounds of cartridge in their cartridge boxes and on their persons. All tents, camp equipage, and cooking utensils are to be left behind. No wagon will be allowed to cross the river without orders from these Headqrs. The wagon trains, however, will be supplied with six (6) days' rations and half forage for the same time, and forty (40) rounds of extra ammunition per man ready to start as soon as ordered.
As t.Tii.s movement will necessarily be a failure if it degenerates into an artillery duel, there is no necessity for any artillery to cross until after the attempt to carry the first line of works, and then only such batteries as have been designated in the conversations between the Comdg. Gen'l. and his Corps Commanders.
The two Battalions of Horse Artillery reporting to Gen'l. Kautz will cross and travel with him.
Ambulances will be parked near the southern head of each pontoon bridge, ready to be used when occasion requires.
Hospital boats will be at Deep Bottom for the purpose of receiving any wounded. Gen'l. Kautz will take with him three (3) days' cooked rations per man, and what forage he can conveniently carry. Assuming that he is better mounted than the enemy's cavalry and fresh, he will have no difficulty in case it should be necessary to cut loose from the infantry column and circle the city as far as may be necessary, remembering always that celerity of movement in cavalry in a far greater degree than infantry is the principal means of success.
The Comd'g. Gen'l. cannot refrain in closing these instructions from pressing one or two points upon the attention of Corps Commanders.
First the necessity of being ready to move and moving at the moment designated.
Secondly the fact that the Comdg. Gen'l. is under no substantial mistake in regard to the force to be at first encountered, and therefore there is no necessity of time spent in recon-noitering or taking special care of the flanks of the moving columns.